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Developing a God-Centered Life Plan
Purpose of Series: I want my listeners to see the value of having an intentional plan for their lives, rather than reacting to whatever life throws at them. I also want them to develop a plan to reach God’s desired destination for them regarding their relationship with Him, with their family, with their friends and acquaintances, with their finances and possessions, and with their work (their labor, whether paid or not). 
In this series I’ll examine the life of Abraham. In each of the areas mentioned above, I’ll begin at the end. In other words, I’ll look at the destination first and then I’ll examine the behaviors of Abraham that resulted in the outcome. 

For example, James 2:23 calls Abraham “Friend of God.” How did Abraham achieve such a unique status? For that message I will examine the behaviors, habits, and attitudes demonstrated in Abraham’s life that resulted in his special relationship with God. Can we achieve similar results of we include these practices as a part of our Life Plan? 
Message One: Self:
I want each listener to understand first that his or her life a journey to be taken with God. Then I want each person to submit to God’s leadership (as Abram yielded himself to following God) for every facet of life (family, friends, jobs, possessions, etc.). 
Theme: In order to live out a God-centered plan for your life, you must start. Time to get going. Time to take the first step from the country you’re in to the country where God is going to show you (Gen. 12:1).

Text: Genesis 12:1-20
Questions: Since Abram didn’t know God before God introduced himself, what was his likely purpose in life before God shows up on the scene? Would he have had any religious practices at all? What would have been his world view?
Of all the people in the world, why did God choose Abram? What was so special about him? What do I have in common with Abram? How can I relate to him when it comes to the value of my life in God’s eyes?
The essential ingredient to getting started on my life plan seems to be faith. What principles can I put into practice for now to begin my journey, as Abram did?

Related passages: 

Romans 4:1-25

Hebrews 11:8-12
Illustrations: 

Stories of life-change

Stories of planes, vessels, etc. that were lost or lost their way and what happened as a result of their being off course. 

Illustrations of how important it is to plan out the journey before we depart. Examples of people who either didn’t count the cost or anticipate the dangers along the way. 
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Week Two Sermon Brief

Series: What2 Live4: Developing a God-centered life-plan

Title: My relationship with God

Scripture: Genesis 22:1-18

(Cf. James 2:23; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isaiah 41:8)

Purpose: My goal is to help people envision a biblical picture of what they want their relationship with God to be like before they meet Him face to face. After this message, people will be able to describe their desired relationship with God and practice the daily spiritual disciplines that will help them possess that relationship. 

On three different occasions Abraham is referred to as the friend of God. When a reason is given in the Bible for his special relationship with God, for example in Hebrews 11, the biblical writers refer to the righteousness that God credited to Abraham due to his faith, especially as he intended to sacrifice his son Isaac on an altar. 

Questions: Why did Abraham’s radical act of faith serve as a benchmark for his relationship with God from that time forward?

What could have driven Abraham to do this humanly hideous thing? Was child sacrifice familiar to Abram? Was it acceptable in his day as a form of pagan worship? 

What behaviors, disciplines, and attitudes must I engage in throughout me life to be considered a righteous friend of God. 

Exegesis: Genesis 22:1-18

Illustrations: Gather stories of people who’ve faced crises of faith, both of those who passed the test and those who failed. Where did they end up? What course did their lives take? For example, the different courses taken by Billy Graham and friend Charles Templeton. 

