[image: image1.jpg]PUBLIC

YOUR FAITH



The Big Challenge
During this week, seek some answers to the common objections listed below.  Talk over your answers with other believers and share best responses.  Visit ewestwood.org/groups for links to some web sites with some possible answers, as well as a list of books that would be helpful.

1.   How can I be sure God even exists?

2.   Are miracles possible?

3.   Isn’t Christianity just a psychological crutch?

4.   Is the Bible reliable?

5.   If God is good, why do innocent people suffer?

6.   Isn’t it too narrow to say that Jesus is the only way to God?

7.   Will God judge those who never hear about Jesus? 

8.   If Christianity is true, why are there so many hypocrites?

9.   Won’t being a good person get us to heaven?

10.  Isn’t “just believing” too simple?

11.  What does it mean to believe in Jesus?

12.  I don’t see how anyone can be sure that they are going to heaven!

Homework

1.  
Continue working on “The Bridge” Illustration or another gospel presentation of your choice.
2.  
Read any unread chapters in Going Public with Your Faith (2,4 5,9).  


Next week’s lesson will not necessarily come from these chapters.
3.  
Complete the work in “The Big Challenge” above.
Answers - Blanks from “Truths to Remember” on opposite side:

       1. surprised  2. every right  3. messenger  4. arrogant   5. Authenticity
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Small Group Learner Notes

Going Public…

Dealing with Objections
Learner Page for ABS & Home Groups

September 20-25   Based on Chapter 11

 ewestwood.org/groups
Starting Point
In the planting phase it’s important that we know how to handle objections to the Christian faith.  How you respond to an objection is crucial, whether it relates to the gospel itself, to a particular tenet of the Christian faith, or to a delicate moral issue such as homosexuality or abortion.  Paul reminds us in Ephesians 4:15 that we are to speak the truth in love.  It’s not always easy to do so.  We can give answers to people that are ethically solid, but not very wise or compassionate.

What are the most common objections you would expect to hear while sharing the gospel?  What objections have you heard to the gospel itself?  Do possible objections (and your lack of answers) keep you from sharing the gospel?
Scripture
Ephesians 4:15

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.
James 1:19-20

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.

Heb. 4:12

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Focus
Some quotes are from Going Public with Your Faith

Winning a battle is not as important as winning the war.  If being right becomes more important than helping someone take steps toward understanding who Jesus is, we’ve lost sight of the main objective of the planting phase.  

Jesus expects us to represent him with respect, gentleness, and thoughtfulness toward others.  Your co-worker is not the enemy, but a captive of the enemy.  Your job is not to win an argument but to win a friend by demonstrating love as you seek to help someone find the truth.

Responding negatively comes easy.  Consider some positive ways to respond that could include statements such as:  “I hear what you are saying, but it does raise a red flag for me…” or “My perspective is a little different.  Can I share it with you?” or “ I was wondering, have you ever considered this perspective?”

Asking questions is a good way to answer an objection.  It shows value for the other person’s opinion, shows that we’re not trying to cram something down their throat, and shows desire to understand what they are really saying.

Jesus often used questions, as well as parables, to get his point across without directly engaging his opponents in a debate.  Examples include paying taxes to Caesar, (Matt. 22:17) and observing the Sabbath (Matt. 12:10-12), and the rich man and Good Teacher (Mark 10:17-18).

There are times that simply answering a direct question is the best route to take.  Answering a question with a question can make you appear to be ducking the issue.  But it can also open doors that no other method can unlock.  

Here are some principles to remember when responding to objections:

     1.  Use the bible itself whenever you can.

     2.  Balance truth and grace.

     3.  Balance knowledge with humility. (1 Cor. 8:1-2)

The most powerful way to challenge people to reevaluate their beliefs is to ask them how their system is working.  Is what they believe—what they are investing their life in—bringing them true joy and satisfaction?  If it is, you can back off until they have a crisis or feel loneliness or dissatisfaction.

Sometimes people are not really looking for answers.  If this is the case, responding in an arrogant way can actually give them more ammunition to use against believers in the future.   The author told of one gentleman who asked, “Do you really believe that sincere followers of other religions are all going to hell?”  He responded, “Do you believe in hell?”  That led to further discussion.

Truths to Remember
1.  
We should not be ______________ when people who do not know Jesus Christ hold views that do not conform to the truth of Scripture.

2.  Non-believers have  __________  _______________ to expect us to respond to their honest objections—even emotionally charged ones—with respect, gentleness, and thoughtfulness.

3.  People will find it hard to trust Jesus until they can first trust his__________.

4.    Knowledge without humility makes one __________________; it misses the truth about others and about ourselves and our common need of grace.

5.  
If we don’t have an answer to an objection, we should admit it.   _________________is highly valued in our culture.

Questions for Discussion
1.  
What are some ways believers respond to objections negatively or arrogantly?  How do these responses affect the non-believer?

2. 
Why is correcting all of the non-believer’s false theology not the most important thing to accomplish in a conversation?

3. 
The author said that sometimes people aren’t really looking for answers, but just wanting to argue.  How often do you think that is the case?  When that happens, is it an opportunity for us or not?  Why?

4.  
What things do you think really keep people from coming to Christ?  Are they most often objects to beliefs, fear of required lifestyle changes, misconceptions about Christianity, or other objections?

5.  
Acts 4:12 says “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  This verse is pretty dogmatic.  How can we communicate the blunt truth of the gospel in a way that is loving and encouraging? 
6.  
What are some of the best sources you have found to answer objects or tough theological questions?
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